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1. Everything God does—he does in community

* [t’s what we were created for

Ephesians 2:10 (NIV)
For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared
in advance for us to do.

* Nothing builds community like serving together

e Community super-sizes everything we do for God

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12

Two people are better off than one, for they can help each other succeed. If one person falls,
the other can reach out and help. But someone who falls alone is in real trouble. Likewise, two
people lying close together can keep each other warm. But how can one be warm alone? A
person standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but two can stand back-to-back and
conquer. Three are even better, for a triple-braided cord is not easily broken.

* We’re never more like Jesus than when we’re serving together

2. The first thing Jesus did was pick a team

Matthew 4:18-22

One day as Jesus was walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers—
Simon, also called Peter, and Andrew—throwing a net into the water, for they fished for a living.
Jesus called out to them, “Come, follow me, and I will show you how to fish for people!” And
they left their nets at once and followed him. A little farther up the shore he saw two other
brothers, James and John, sitting in a boat with their father, Zebedee, repairing their nets. And
he called them to come, too. They immediately followed him, leaving the boat and their father
behind.



Mark 3:13-19

Afterward Jesus went up on a mountain and called out the ones he wanted to go with him. And
they came to him. Then he appointed twelve of them and called them his apostles. They were to
accompany him, and he would send them out to preach, giving them authority to cast out
demons. These are the twelve he chose: Simon (whom he named Peter), James and John (the
sons of Zebedee, but Jesus nicknamed them “Sons of Thunder:”), Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew,
Matthew, Thomas, James (son of Alphaeus), Thaddaeus, Simon (the zealot), Judas Iscariot
(who later betrayed him).

* The disciples learned the game as a team
* The disciples learned to play as a team
» Special bonds happen when we serve together

* The strongest teams are deep with back-ups

3. All the gifts show up in community

Romans 12:4-8

Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function, so it is with Christ’s
body. We are many parts of one body, and we all belong to each other. In his grace, God has
given us different gifts for doing certain things well. So if God has given you the ability to
prophesy, speak out with as much faith as God has given you. If your gift is serving others,
serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach well. If your gift is to encourage others, be
encouraging. If it is giving, give generously. If God has given you leadership ability, take the
responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others,

do it gladly.

1 Corinthians 12:14-21, 27

Yes, the body has many different parts, not just one part. If the foot says, “I am not a part of the
body because | am not a hand,” that does not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear
says, “I am not part of the body because | am not an eye,” would that make it any less a part of
the body? If the whole body were an eye, how would you hear? Or if your whole body were an
ear, how would you smell anything? But our bodies have many parts, and God has put each
part just where he wants it. How strange a body would be if it had only one part! Yes, there are
many parts, but only one body. The eye can never say to the hand, “l don’t need you.” The head
can’t say to the feet, “I don’t need you.” .. All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you
is a part of it.

 Every believer gets a gift

* No one gets all the gifts



Acts 6:1-7

But as the believers rapidly multiplied, there were rumblings of discontent. The Greek-speaking
believers complained about the Hebrew-speaking believers, saying that their widows were being
discriminated against in the daily distribution of food. So the Twelve called a meeting of all the
believers. They said, “We apostles should spend our time teaching the word of God, not running
a food program. And so, brothers, select seven men who are well respected and are full of the
Spirit and wisdom. We will give them this responsibility. Then we apostles can spend our time in
prayer and teaching the word.” Everyone liked this idea, and they chose the following: Stephen
(a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit), Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas
of Antioch (an earlier convert to the Jewish faith). These seven were presented to the apostles,
who prayed for them as they laid their hands on them. So God’s message continued to spread.
The number of believers greatly increased in Jerusalem, and many of the Jewish priests were
converted, too.

* Serving in community is manageable service

e Caring in community is adequate care

Time of Commitment:

Is there any encouragement from belonging to Christ?
Any comfort from his love? Any fellowship together in the Spirit?
Are your hearts tender and compassionate? Then make me truly happy by
agreeing wholeheartedly with each other, loving one another, and working
together with one mind and purpose.

Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others.
Be humble, thinking of others as better than yourselves.
Don’t look out only for your own interests,
but take an interest in others, too.

You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had.

Philippians 2:1-5



